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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 34,35,66-69.73 is withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference(s) to an illuminable computer system housing. Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 34,35,66-69,73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Mueller et al (6.016,038). 

4. Mueller discloses a light source (figs 1 ,2) disposed inside the housing (1 0) the 
light source being configured to generate light the light source not being the display and 
a light controller (400) operatively coupled to the light source the light source controller 
being configured to control the light source so as to illuminate at least apportion o the 
light passing wall of the housing with the light generated by the housing with the light 
generated by the light source the light source being dedicated to illuminating the light 
passing wall( coL 8 lines 21-59); a computing device comprising an enclosure having an 
illuminable wall in optical communication with a light source disposed inside the 
enclosure and a control means for varying a characteristic or attribute of the light 
generated by the light source the illuminable wall and the light source working together 
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to emit a characteristic glow(a single uniform frequency of light) at a peripheral portion 
of the enclosure (col. 8 lines 6-33); the enclosure (10) defines an outer peripheral wall of 
the computing device, the illuminable wall is formed of a translucent material (col. 8 
lines 30-33), the wall includes a light directing element configured to scatter light from 
the light source the scattering light helping toe form a characteristic glow (diffuser, col. 8 
lines 30-33); the characteristic glows is formed at an outer surface of the illuminable wall 
(light is transmitted through wall/diffuser including the outer surface) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1,4-11,13-20,22-31,36-51,56-65 are allowed. 

6. Claims 70-72,74,76 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The reasons can be found in the previous office actions. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anabel M. Ton whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2382. The examiner can normally be reached on 08:00-16:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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